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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Thomas Hanley <THanley@middleburypolice.org>

Sent: Tuesday, December 05, 2017 11:34 AM

To: Kathleen Ramsay; Bill Kernan

Subject: FW: South Street Extension

FYI this email string on a South St Ext speed limit. 
 
Tom H. 
 

From: nancy benson [mailto:nanbenson@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 04, 2017 3:53 PM 
To: Thomas Hanley 
Subject: Re: South Street Extension 

 
Thank you for your reply and all of the information! I appreciate the help. I will write to the town manager and 
start the process.  
 
It has been my understanding that in VT the speed limit is 15mph past a ridden horse. I have tried to look this 
up and have not been successful in finding it. Maybe it has changed or is incorrect. Right now on approach to 
the farm on the hill there is the 30 speed limit sign with the yellow horse/rider sign above it which I think is 
misleading to drivers making it look like it’s ok to drive 30 past a ridden horse.  I do like the idea of the speed 
warning signs you mentioned to start with.   
 
I understand this is a process and I have every intention of following it through. I think the risk of an accident is 
high enough that it warrants the effort to try to prevent it.  
 
Thank you for your help, 

Nancy Benson RN CWON 

Board Member Eddy Farm School for Horse and Rider 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Dec 1, 2017, at 12:00 PM, Thomas Hanley <THanley@middleburypolice.org> wrote: 

 

Hello Nancy, 

 

Regrets at the late reply. Your message ended up in a spam folder and went unseen for a couple 
of weeks. 

 

The lowest the speed limit can be reduced is 25 mph. This is established by state law.  We may 
try a couple of things first. With a speed limit of 30 we can post speed warning signs (the yellow 
speed warning signs) on approaches to the farm, perhaps recommending a speed of 20 mph. 
These are not enforceable, however, I do not believe the state law allows a town to drop the 
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speed limit on a gravel road to less than 30.  I'll see if this has been changed at all. At any rate, 
we can post the warning signs without any sanction by the state or any lengthy process. 

 

The process for requesting a change in speed is to contact the Town Manager (Kathleen Ramsay) 
and request the change. The request must be reviewed by the selectboard. The basis for a speed 
change is established by the legislature. The process is cumbersome, for sure, but if we don't 
follow the process the speed limit is invalid and won't be recognized by the traffic court. The 
process includes an examination of the road (which we are quite familiar with), a speed study 
identifying the speed at which 85% of the traffic is driving at or under, an accident study, and 
any anecdotal information that could be helpful. If the board decides on a speed change (and we 
have to see if we can even do that), it will require a public hearing and a review of the 
information that I listed. 

 

So start with an email or simply a  letter to Kathleen Ramsay and that will start the formal 
process. 

 

Tom Hanley 

Chief of Police 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Nancy Benson [mailto:nanbenson@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 2:29 PM 

To: Thomas Hanley 

Subject: South Street Extension  

 

Dear Chief Hanley: 

 

As a member on the board of directors at Eddy Farm School for Horse and Rider located at 1815 
South Street Extension, I am writing to make you aware of a growing concern regarding the 
speed at which traffic is traveling by the farm.  In the last few years, South Street is more heavily 
traveled and the speed limit of 30 is too fast going by the farm.  It is only a matter of time before 
something tragic happens in the setting of children, horses and adults. I would like to address this 
concern to prevent an  unfortunate accident from occurring.   

 

I would like to see the town lower the speed limit in the area of the farm.  I am looking for 
guidance on how to go about exploring this and thought I would start by bringing this concern to 
your attention.  

 

My hope is to be able to meet with you in person to discuss this further.   I am a nurse working in 
Middlebury everyday and I would be happy to meet with you at your convenience.   

 

I appreciate your time and look forward to hearing from you soon. 
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Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Benson RN CWON 

Board Member Eddy Farm School for Horse and Rider 

 

Sent from my iPad 


